
 
   
 
 
 
 
 

 

COVID UPDATE – FIRST WEEK OF SCHOOL 
September 11, 2020 

 

Dear Somers Families, 

Congratulations to all on completing our first week of school! The halls and classrooms are once again filled 
with laughter, excitement, and questions. We are one of very few districts in Westchester County with five-day 
in-school learning for grades K-6, and as expected there were some hiccups and challenges. Our students, 
teachers, and parents rose to the occasion and have been patient, flexible, and kind as we all get used to 
countless new procedures and systems in Somers schools.  
 
Transportation  
Transportation remains an area upon which we need to improve. Busing information and schedules, and long 
lines for parent drop off and pick up have been confusing and frustrating for many parents. It is our 
responsibility to organize these systems and communicate that information to you and we need to do better. 
Many of the challenges were the result of our newly overhauled transportation department and it is taking time 
to get all systems running smoothly. We are working daily with the Westchester County Police Department to 
design more efficient drop off and pick up routes at the schools for buses and parents. Please bear with us as 
we work to find the best solutions.  
 
Daily Health Checks  
The vast majority of our families are completing the required, daily COVID screening. Thank you for working 
together to keep our community safe. Please remember that the screening form must be submitted for every 
student who will be in a school building on that day. The link to the form is emailed and texted every morning 
at 5am and should be submitted before a student boards the bus or is dropped off at school. Students are not 
being screened and temperatures are not taken on buses. Students who are at home on the hybrid schedule do 
not need to fill out the form, however, it might help to fill it out every day to create the habit. Students who are 
100% eLearning do not need to complete the screening.  
 
The health office will follow up with parents and their children who have not submitted a form.  
 
If you have any questions, concerns, or feedback about how we can continue to improve our reentry to school, 
please do not hesitate to reach out to me or your child’s building principal.  
 
I am grateful for your partnership, and most especially, for the opportunity to see your wonderful children 
once again.  
 

Sincerely, 

 
        Dr. Raymond H. Blanch 
        Superintendent of Schools 
 

 
 
 


